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Wednesday, May 14, 2003

GM moves to make big vans safer
15-passenger units will get stability control systems in '04

By Jeff Plungis / Detroit News Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON -- Responding to
concerns about rollover crashes, General
Motors Corp. said Tuesday it would begin
equipping all of its 15-passenger vans with
stability control systems.

GM will equip all of its GMC Savana and Chevy Express vans with the
systems in the middle of the 2004 production cycle.

"By adding this system, we will take what we believe is already a very
safe vehicle and make it even better," said Ray Chess, GM vehicle line
executive for commercial trucks and vans.

The systems, which GM calls StabiliTrak, allow drivers to better
maintain control of their vehicles in emergency driving situations. The
systems use sensors to recognize wheel skid and correct understeer or
oversteer and use the brakes to keep the vehicle on course.

Automakers have been under increasing pressure to look at the safety
of 15-passenger vans.

Last November, the National Transportation Safety Board wrote to GM
President and CEO Rick Wagoner and Ford Chairman and CEO William
Clay Ford Jr., asking that the two companies evaluate the potential of
stability control systems, in the wake of a broad investigation into 15-
passenger van safety.

In addition, the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, the
chief regulator of the auto industry, has expressed concern about 15-
passenger van safety.

In each of the past two years, NHTSA has issued unusual "consumer
advisories" about the propensity for the large vans to roll over, especially
when fully loaded with passengers.

Ford spokeswoman Carolyn Brown said the company was working
with the NTSB and NHTSA to evaluate safety enhancements for the
vans.

"We're not ready to make any announcements," Brown said. "We're
looking at a number of technologies."

You can reach Jeff Plungis at (202) 662-7378 or
jplungis@detnews.com.
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