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Jury selection to begin in fatal church van
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of Webb County, where the van was purchased.

Another co-defendant, Michelin North America, reached an out-of-
court settlement late Saturday for an undisclosed sum, company
spokeswoman Lynn Mann said. The lawsuit alleged that defective tires
contributed to the crash.

The lawsuit is the first involving Ford’s E-350 Econoline van to go to
trial in six years, when a Kentucky jury awarded plaintiffs $20 million in
a similar case.

In the Kentucky case, Ford was accused of hiding evidence. Two
passengers in one of the large vans died when it flipped on a Kentucky
highway in 1996. Thirteen people from Illinois were aboard.

The NHTSA has said the vans have a dramatically higher risk of
rollovers when fully loaded and should be operated only by experienced
drivers. About 500,000 15-passenger vans are in use on U.S. highways.
According to NHTSA, 424 people have died in passenger van accidents
in the United States since 1990.
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