National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, D.C. 20594

FEB 23

Office of the Chairman

Mr. Nicholas Ekladyous
6417 Webster Road
Imlay City, Michigan 48444

Dear Mr. Ekladyous:

Thank you very much for your letter regarding your 2004 Science Fair project on 15-
passenger van safety. [ was impressed with the work you did to evaluate the rollover
potential of 15-passenger vans configured in various ways. I am also pleased that young
people such as yourself are conducting research that will help improve safety for the traveling
public.

The Safety Board is an independent Federal agency charged by Congress with
investigating accidents and issuing safety recommendations aimed at preventing future
accidents. These recommendations have a high rate of adoption, but the Safety Board has no
regulatory or enforcement powers.

While I support your petition, my position makes it inappropriate for me to sign such
documents. T have enclosed a copy of the letter that my predecessor sent to the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) recommending that NHTSA include 15-
passenger vans in its New Car Assessment Program (NCAP) and in 1ts dynamic rollover
testing program. NHTSA has responded that it does not believe that NCAP testing would
address all loading configurations for 15-passenger vans and provide meaningful ratings to
consumers. Nonetheless, NHTSA will conduct independent rollover testing of 15-passenger
vans and post the results on the NCAP Web page.

I hope you will consider contacting NHTSA, as well as the motor vehicle
manufacturers, about the research you have conducted. 1 think they would be interested in
your results.






